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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 2818 

FROM HOUGHTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR EG LY 

SUB J : GOE DENIAL OF LIBYAN ALLEGATIONS 
REF: CAIRO 2689 

1. MAY 4 CAIRO PRESS REPORTS TRIPOLI RADIO BROADCAST OF PREVIOUS 
DAY ALLEGING THAT SADAT HAS "STRONGLY APOLOGIZED" TO CERTAIN 
LIBYAN LEADERS FOR PUBLICATION OF RECENT COMPLETELY UNTRUE EGYPTIAN 
PRESS ARTICLES. REPORT ADDS THAT, ACCORDING TO TRIPOLI RADIO, 

LIBYAN OFFICIALS HAVE INFORMED SADAT THAT IF THEY WANTED TO ACT 
AGAINST HIM THEY WOULD DO SO DIRECTLY AND OPENLY. 

2. CAIRO PRESS THEN PUBLISHES STATEMENT BY "RESPONSIBLE SOURCE" 

IN GOE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION TO EFFECT THAT NEITHER SADAT NOR 
ANY OTHER EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ANY LIBYAN 
REGARDING ANY APOLOGY WHATSOEVER, AND THAT MATTER IS A 
"DOWNRIGHT BASELESS FABRICATION IN GENERAL AND IN DETAIL". 

GOE SOURCE IS FURTHER QUOTED AS SAYING THAT SADAT HIMSELF 
HAS CALLED FOR EFFORT TO PRESERVE THE CONTINUITY OF ARAB 
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"FALL INTO DISTRACTIONS AND SIDE-ISSUES WHICH DO NOT SERVE 
ARAB SECURITY..." 

3. COMMENT: REFUTATION OF TRIPOLI BROADCAST IS COUCHED IN 
VERY STRONG TERMS, BUT GENERAL TONE OF STATEMENT IS ONE OF 
DISDAIN. THERE ARE NO COUNTERCHARGES AGAINST GOL, THEREBY 
MAINTAINING A POLICY WHICH HAS APPARENTLY BEEN IN EFFECT 
SINCE QUDDUS'S WARNING OF APRIL 27 (REFTEL) OF NOT FURTHER 
TYING GOL OR QADHAAFI TO APRIL 17 ACADEMY AFFAIR IN PUBLIC. 

FACT THAT IN MAY DAY ADDRESS SADAT MADE NO REFERENCE TO 
LIBYA WHILE DISCUSSING ACADEMY ATTACK, AND THAT RECENT ARTICLES 
IN CAIRO PRESS ON THIS SUBJECT (INCLUDING ONE OF TODAY. MAY 4, 

BEING REPORTED SEPARATELY) HAVE GENERALLY AVOIDED MENTION OF 
LIBYAN CONNECTION, ARE NOTEWORTHY IN THIS REGARD. 
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